The Revelation —The Glorious Appearing

This week we come once again to the end of the Great Tribulation period, the climax of the
ages. This is the event which is hinted at throughout the Revelation, especially at the
opening of the seventh seal and the blowing of the seventh trumpet. We’re finally brought
to this point with the pouring of the last bit of God’s wrath. Let’s look at Revelation 19.
This Scripture says:

(1) And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying,
Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:

(2) For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore,
which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood
of his servants at her hand.

(3) And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.

(4) And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped
God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.

(5) And avoice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants,
and ye that fear him, both small and great.

(6) AndIheard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth.

(7) Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

(8) And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

(9) And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings
of God.

(10) And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not:
I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus:
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

(11) And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make
war.

(12) His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he
had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.

(13) And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The
Word of God.

(14) And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

(15) And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

(16) And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS,
AND LORD OF LORDS.



(17) And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying
to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves
together unto the supper of the great God;

(18) That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of
mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh
of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.

(19) And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered
together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.

(20) And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a
lake of fire burning with brimstone.

(21) And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse,
which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with
their flesh.

As we reach this point there are several things which I would like for us to get out of this
Scripture. First of all we find that there is a great time of praise in Heaven. It seems that all
of the heavenly host are rejoicing because the Lamb is going to take his bride. His bride,
the Church, has prepared for this day. She has been clothed in righteousness through his
blood. She has been purified and made holy.

In order to claim his bride there are a few things which has to be set straight. Once again
we’re brought to Armaggedon. You see, Satan has been ruling over all the earth, and doing
his best to destroy the name of Jesus. Satan has gathered an army together from all over the
earth. They have gathered in the valley of Meggido to taunt the saints of God and to make
a mockery of God. They truly believe that there is strength in numbers. You see, their
numbers are much greater than God’s numbers. There are many who enter Hell’s gates but
few that enter Heaven’s gates.

Now the rider on this white horse is not the same one as the first rider in the four horsemen
of the Apocalypse. That rider was a counterfeit of this one. It was Satan himself trying to
imitate Jesus Christ. Jesus here enters in power and great glory. He rides a white horse
which I think has several meanings. First of all, white is the symbol of purity, and Jesus
Christ is certainly pure. Next, white is used as a symbol of peace, and Jesus Christ is
coming to bring true peace on earth. Finally, white is a color that everyone wants to keep
clean. I believe that Jesus is telling us that the battle is won without getting blood on his
horse.

Notice here that the armies of heaven are with Jesus, but there’s no indication that the
armies of heaven have anything to do with the battle. There’s only one thing necessary in
order for the battle to be one. Jesus must speak. When he speaks the beast and the false
prophet, the ministers of Satan on earth, are cast into the eternal lake of fire. This is what
we commonly refer to as Hell. It is a real place in which all who enter will burn with an
eternal burning but will never burn up.



Now as we’ll see in the next lesson this is not the end. At this point Jesus sets up his
kingdom and reigns for 1000 years, followed by another battle which is the utter end.

I hope that you will be on the winning side in this battle. It’s simple to join the winning
side. If you’ll call upon the name of Jesus, repenting of your sins and believing on him for
the salvation of your soul, you will receive the gift of everlasting life.

Yours in Christ,

Bro. John Rich



